In the Name of the Nazarene

(Short version, 290 words)

The scene is set in Jerusalem, some three months after the crucifixion of Jesus of Nazareth
by the Roman governor Pontius Pilate at the instigation of the Jewish religious authorities,
headed by Caiaphas and Annas.

Peter and John have been inspired to continue the mission of their leader, whom they now
recognise as the Messiah, the divinely-anointed (‘christos’) Saviour King, foretold by the
prophets.

Peter has just performed his first miracle (the healing of a cripple) and preached to a
large crowd in the city. He has told them that Jesus has risen from the dead, that anyone
who calls on God in his name will have his sins forgiven, and indeed that salvation is to be
found in him alone (not in the strict observance of Mosaic Law, as interpreted by the high
priests and doctors of the law). Fighting words...

That evening, on the orders of the high priests, the two disciples are arrested and put
under guard until the following day.
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